
	

 
Feast of St Martha                                                      Primary Ritual Prayer 

 
Heart of Love, Hands of Service 

 
Preparation  
 

Before the liturgy have children trace around their hands on some cardboard, colour them in  
and cut them out. Create a heart-shaped space where you are holding the liturgy that is large  
enough for them to place their cut-out hands in. You might make the outline with wide ribbon,  
cloth, flowers etc.   
 
WE GATHER 
 
Welcome & Introduction 
 

Leader:       Today we celebrate the feast of St Martha who was a faithful follower of Jesus.  
 Martha lived at the time of Jesus and had a sister Mary and a brother Lazarus.  
 They were all good friends of Jesus.   
  

 Martha was a person who believed in serving others and looking after their needs. 
Martha’s hands were always busy.  

  

 Let us pray that we follow the example of St. Martha  
 who can teach us much about being a nurturing disciple to others. 
                     Let us join in singing our gathering song. 
 
Gathering Hymn 
 

These Hands (Andrew Chinn – These Hands) OR 
Let Our Light Shine (Michael Mangan – True Colours Shine) 
 
Opening Prayer 
 

Leader:         Let us pray … (pause) …  
 

                     Loving God,  
 you called Martha to be a special friend of Jesus  
 and gave her a generous and loving heart.  
 Just as Martha devoted herself to serve others,  
 may we use our hands in loving and compassionate ways  
 to care for and help others in need.  
 We ask this prayer in Jesus’ name  
 

All:         Amen. 
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WE LISTEN 
 
Reading Luke 10: 38-42 Jesus visits Mary and Martha 
 
WE RESPOND 
 
Leader:       Hands are a symbol of service, and we can use them to do many things to help others. 

Let us be inspired by St. Martha who willingly served others with love and care.   
 As you bring your hands forward and place them in the heart shape,  
 I invite you to think of ways that you can use your hands to help others.  
 
When they return to their places, the children sit quietly, watch and listen to the music video: 
St. Theresa’s Prayer  
If there is only a small group, you could play the hymn as they are taking their hands forward. 
Access this song at:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2SQtXzjC2pg  
 
WE GO 
 
Final Prayer & Dismissal 
 

Leader:          Let us pray … (pause) … 
 

                     God of our journey,  
 we want to follow you and be faithful servants of yours.  
 May we be inspired by St Martha  
 who lived her life by looking after those who needed her.  
 Give us generous hearts and minds  
 so that we may be kind, loving and compassionate just like she was.  
 We ask this in Jesus’ name. 
 

All  Amen. 
 
Leader:  Let us go now in the peace and love of God,  
 ready to live in love and compassion. 
 

All:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Recessional hymn  
 

We are God’s Hands (Andrew Chinn – Welcome to All) OR 
Go Now (John Burland – Let’s Celebrate Two) 
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