
	

 
Feast of St Mary of the Cross                                          Liturgy of the Word - Primary 
                                                

With Open Hearts and Minds 
 
Preparation 
 

Have a sacred space set up with brown cloth, a large rustic looking cross,  
a pair of very worn walking boots, a large basket filled with bread, fruit and vegies,  
a large worn overcoat, some large lit candles and the Word of God. 
 
WE GATHER 
 
Welcome & Introduction 
 

Leader:       Today we celebrate the feast of St Mary of the Cross, the first Australian saint.  
 Mary was a person of action and didn’t wait for someone to knock on her door.  
 She loved the poor and worked hard to care for them in any way that she could.  
 Mary shows us how to open our eyes and ears,  
 our hearts and our minds to the needs of others.  
 She shows us how to serve others with kindness, love and understanding.   
 Let us stand and join in singing our gathering song. 
 
Gathering Hymn 
 

Mother Mary of the Cross (John Burland – Lord Teach Me Your Ways) OR  
A Cross of Stars (Andrew Chinn – Wherever I Go) 
 
Penitential Rite 
 

Leader: Lord our God, at times we have failed to look to the needs of others  
 and have been too focused on ourselves, and so we ask for your forgiveness. 
 

 Lord Jesus, you show us how to be kind and understanding.  
 (pause) Lord have mercy. 
 

All: Lord have mercy. 
 
Leader: Christ Jesus, you show us how to treat others with gentleness and compassion.   
 (pause) Christ have mercy. 
 

All:  Christ have mercy. 
 
Leader:  Lord Jesus, you show us how to treat others with forgiveness and mercy.  
 (pause) Lord have mercy. 
 

All:  Lord have mercy. 
 
Leader: May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to life everlasting. 
 

All: Amen. 
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Opening Prayer 
 

Leader:  Let us pray … (pause) … 
 

                     Loving and gracious God,  
 you loved and cared for your servant, Mary.  
 Help us to follow her example and look for ways that we can help others.  
 May we be people of action, people of generosity and people of kindness  
 willing to reach out to those who need our care and support.  
 We ask this prayer in Jesus’ name.  
 

All: Amen. 
 
WE LISTEN 
 
First Reading  Colossians 3: 12-17 
 
Responsorial Psalm 
  
The Lord is My Light (Christopher Wilcock – Gather Australia) OR 
How I Long for You (Michael Mangan – Forever I Will sing)  
 
Gospel       Matthew 6: 25-34  
 
WE RESPOND 
 
Leader: I invite everyone to stand.  
 I invite you to place your hands on your foreheads and repeat after me. 
 May God bless my mind so that I may think of others.  
 

All: May God bless my mind so that I may think of others. 
 
Leader: I invite everyone to place your hands on your eyes and repeat after me. 
 May God bless my eyes so that I may see the needs of others.  
 

All: May God bless my mind so that I may see the needs of others.  
 
Leader: I invite everyone to place your hands on your ears and repeat after me. 
 May God bless my ears so that I may hear the cries of those in need.  
 

All: May God bless my ears so that I may hear the cries of those in need. 
 
Leader: I invite everyone to place your hands on your mouths and repeat after me. 
 May God bless my mouth so that I may speak words of encouragement and support.  
 

All: May God bless my mouth so that I may speak words of encouragement and support. 
 
Leader: I invite everyone to hold your hands out in front of you and repeat after me. 
 May God bless my hands so that I may do good deeds that will help others.  
 

All: May God bless my hands so that I may do good deeds that will help others. 
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Leader: I invite everyone to place your hands over your hearts and repeat after me. 
 May God bless my heart so that I may feel love and compassion for those in need.  
 

All: May God bless my hearts so that I may feel love and compassion for those in need. 
 
Leader: I invite everyone to point to your feet and repeat after me. 
 May God bless my feet so that I may be a person of action  
 willing to go out of my way to help others.  
 

All: May God bless my feet so that I may be a person of action  
 willing to go out of my way to help others. 
 
(All sit. Pause for some quiet reflection time.) 
 
WE GO 
 
Closing Prayer & Blessing 
 

Leader:       Loving God,  
 we thank you for your unending love.  
 May we be filled with your Spirit and, like St Mary MacKillop,  
 may we welcome those who feel unloved, uncared for and unaccepted.  
 Help us to reach out to others who need our help and support.  
 We ask this prayer in Jesus’ name. 
 

All: Amen. 
 
Leader: May almighty God bless you in the name of the Father  
 and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

All:  Amen. 
 
Leader:  Let us go now to love and serve the Lord and each other. 
 

All: Thanks be to God. 
 
Recessional Hymn  
 

St Mary Mackillop We Sing Praise (Monica Brown – St Mary MacKillop) OR  
Mary of the Cross (Michael Mangan – Saints and Celebrations) 
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